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would consent to submit questions of honour and vital interests to
a third party, though it might be possible in this way to settle minor
differences which had no importance. In any case, as Balfour said,
there need be no hurry ; it would take several months to settle the
agenda, and in that time the whole project might be rendered in-
nocuous. It did indeed take fifteen months, and in that time the
ground was carefully laid out for the burial of the Tsar's project.
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